CASCO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 16, 2025

Present: Members - Bill Johnstone, Sue Coppens, John Sarcone, James Edwards, Dan Hill.
Absent: Mike Karpinski, Gina Kaszynski.

Also Present: Brenda Loper, Supervisor Joe Stevens, Planner Karen Lavere, James Marker, Matt Duetsch,
Nancy MacDonald, James Ewald, Colleen Stover, Debbie Lipps-Carbone.

1, CALLTO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Sarcone.

THE PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge to flag was recited.

2. CONSENT AGENDA
A motion was made to approve the Planning Commission minutes of August 19, 2025, and the
agenda as presented by Member Hill, supported by Member Coppens.
Avyes: Members — Coppens, Sarcone, Edwards, Johnstone, Hill.
Nays: None.
Abstained: None.
The motion carried.

3. CITIZEN COMMENTS — None.
4. COMMUNICATIONS — None.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Proposed Ordinance Amendments

Section 84- Home Occupation Regulations
Planner LaVere gave an update regarding language pertaining to the proposed draft.
Member Johnstone asked to strike commercial trailers as stated. Member Coppens asked if
the Planning Commission is ready to finalize this or approve each one individually. Planner
LaVere stated each ordinance section needs to be approved. Planner LaVere suggested that
the Planning Commission may want to have Attorney Anderson review this for issues that
are challengeable.

A motion was made to send Proposed Ordinance Amendment - Section 84 Home
Occupation Regulation to the township attorney for review to bring back to the Pianning
Commission for approval by Member Coppens, supported by Member Hill.

Ayes: Members — Coppens, Sarcone, Edwards, Johnstone, Hill.

Nays: None.
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Abstained: None,
The motion carried.

Proposed Ordinance

Section 66 — Off Street Parking Requirements

Planner LaVere gave an update regarding language pertaining to the proposed draft.
Discussion held regarding commercial semi-trucks with attached trailer, weight of vehicles
and length of vehicles.

Planner LaVere stated there should be some differentiation between this ordinance and
home occupation.

Chairman Sarcone stated there’s a differentiation in where vehicles can be parked on the
property. Member Edwards stated he would like to see the vehicles parked 75’ from the
property line instead of 100" due to size of many parcels.

A motion was made to send Proposed Ordinance Section 66 — Off Street Parking
Requirements to the township attorney for review with the change of item C being changed
to 75’ from the principal building and adding to section D the noting that unless it’s part of a
home occupation approval by Member Coppens, supported by Member Hill.

Ayes: Members — Coppens, Sarcone, Edwards, Johnstone, Hill.

Nays: None.

Abstained: None.

The motion carried.

Proposed Ordinance

Section 65 — Accessor Buildings = “J”

Shipping Containers

Planner LaVere gave an update regarding the shipping container language based off of last
month’s discussions, such as shipping containers must be solid color, free of holes, no
stacking with setback rules and must be placed in rear and side yard, no plumbing
connections, no storage of hazardous materials, off wheels or trailer and not to be used as
living quarters.

Member Coppens would like to see a limit of storage containers on a parcel of property, as
well as the base that the storage container can be set upon.

Member Sarcone suggested it be based on acreage of parcel, such as 1.5-5 acres cne
shipping container, five acres and above two shipping containers. Planner LaVere stated it
needs to state what district this would be allowed.

Chairman Sarcone asked Planner LaVere to work on proposed language to Section 65 and
bring it back ta the Planning Commission based off of discussion. The Planning Commission
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previously allowed shipping containers to be used as a foundation for a hoop building, as
long as it was not used for storage. This ordinance would need to address that, regardless
of what the shipping containers are used for.

Recording Secretary Ruemenapp left the meeting at 7:53 p.m. and Supervisor Stevens
recorded the balance of the meeting.

6. NEW BUSINESS
1. Joint Workshop/Township Planner
Township Board of Trustees
Planning commissioners
Zoning Board of Appeals Members
Planner LaVere conducted the joint Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and
Casco Township Board workshop.

7. REPORT FROM COMMITTEES - None.
8. PLANNER UPDATE — None.

9. CITIZEN COMMENTS
Casco Township resident spoke.

10. COMMISSION COMMENTS
Chairman Sarcone made a statement, comments by a resident and comments by Casco

Township Board.

11. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. by Member Hill, supported by Member Edwards.
Ayes: Members — Coppens, Sarcone, Edwards, Johnstone, Hill.
Nays: None.
Abstained: None.
The motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
at Casco Township Hall.
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