DRAFT MINUTES
CASCO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 19, 2025

Present: Members — Bill Johnstone, Sue Coppens, John Sarcone, Gina Kaszynski, lames Edwards.
Absent: Mike Karpinski, Dan Hill.
Also Present: Joyce Kasperski, Brenda Loper, Supervisor Joe Stevens and Planner Karen Lavere.

1, CALLTO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Sarcone.

THE PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge to flag was recited.

2. CONSENT AGENDA

A mation was made to approve the Planning Commission minutes of July 15, 2025, and the
agenda as presented by Member Edwards, supported by Member Kaszynski. Agenda modified
due to waiting for Planner LaVere to arrive.

Ayes: Members — Coppens, Sarcone, Edwards, Johnstone, Kaszynski.

Nays: None.

Abstained: None.

The motion carried.

3. COMMUNICATIONS ~ None.

4, REPORT OF COMMITTEES
Member Kaszynski reported the Road Commission plans to pave Church Road from Marine City
Highway to Meisner, which has been on their Master Plan for 60 years. This is the first phase of
paving from Marine City Highway to Division.

Member Kaszynski reported that Supervisor Stevens met with Samantha Davis, the DNR grant
coordinator regarding the Belle River Park and she opined that the Township would be a good
candidate for a DNR trust fund grant which could be up to a maximum of $300,000.

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS
Joyce Kasperski expressed a concern with the paving of Church Road energizing a lavender farm
plan that abuts her property, which included a large pond.

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Proposed Ordinance Amendments
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Section 84- Home Occupation Regulations

Planner LaVere stated there weren’t many changes made in July to the home occupation
language proposed. Planning Commission Members stated they wanted the ordinance less
restrictive rather than more restrictive. Planner LaVere supplied language from similar
municipalities which have fanguage that is similar to the current language of the ordinance or

maore restrictive.

Discussion heid regarding what falls under home occupation. Planning Commission Members
asked the Planner to address how to ordinance may penalize a business owner over an
employee who takes their commercial vehicle home.

NEW BUSINESS

Proposed Ordinance Discussion

Section 66 — Off Street Parking Requirements

Planning Commission Members requested that weight restrictions be taken out of the
ordinance, and address focation of parking on the property, screening requirements and the size
of the vehicle. A consideration may be whether the vehicle requires a specialized license to
drive versus a standard driver’s license.

Proposed Ordinance Discussion

Section 65 — Accessor Buildings — “1”

Shipping Containers

Discussions held regarding enforcement, size, location, condition of shipping container, number
of shipping containers, whether the shipping container must be located on the ground as
opposed to a trailer, and the materials the shipping container may need to be placed on, as well
as container painted one color. Currently the township allows a shipping container on a
temporary basis for new home canstruction with a $3500 bond.

Planner LaVere will work on proposed language.

PLANNER UPDATE
Planner Lavere stated at the July meeting Supervisor Stevens talked about having a training
session in September or October. The theme of the workshop will be how to handle difficult

situations during meetings.

Supervisor Stevens stated the training has been set up following the Planning Commission
meeting in September. This will be a joint training session between the Planning Commission,
Zoning Board of Appeals and the Township Board. Supervisor Stevens recommended the
Planning Commission view the recording of the June meeting for guidance in what issues need
to be addressed.
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CITIZEN COMMENT CONTINUED
Joyce Kasperski stated her concerns that residential properties do not become commercialized
by allowing multiple or large commercial vehicles to be parked in residential areas, and how that

may create difficulties between neighbors.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made to adjourn at 8:41 p.m. by Member Kaszynski, supported by Member

Coppens.
Ayes: Members — Coppens, Sarcone, Edwards, Johnstone, Kaszynski.

Nays: None.
Abstained: None.
The motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 7:00
p.m. at Casco Township Hall.

Dan Hill, Secretary ;D‘%

Christine Ruemenapp Recording Secretary
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